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OFA calls on government to suspend
wind turbine development in Ontario
Guelph, ON [January 20, 2012] – Escalating concerns about industrial wind turbines have
prompted the Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) to urge the province of Ontario to
suspend further development until farm families and rural residents are assured that their
interests are adequately protected. The OFA unveiled its strong stance in a new position
statement on industrial wind turbines, released today, that will be presented to government
later this month.
Since 2007, when the development of industrial wind turbines began in Ontario, the OFA has
worked with government on regulations, cautioned farmer members on the pitfalls of wind
leases and expressed concerns about pricing. Many of these issues have not been addressed,
causing tremendous tension among rural residents and community neighbours.
“We are hearing very clearly from our members that the wind turbine situation is coming to a
head – seriously dividing rural communities and even jeopardizing farm succession planning,”
says OFA President Mark Wales. “The onus is on our provincial government to ensure the
interests of rural Ontarians are protected. OFA is speaking up to clearly outline the issues that
must be addressed right now.”
The OFA’s new position statement on industrial wind turbine development addresses a number
of concerns of rural Ontarians, including:
· Price paid for wind power
· Inefficiency of wind power – it can’t be stored for use during peak demand periods
· Setback issues and induced currents
· Health and nuisance issues
· Removal of municipal input from industrial wind turbine projects
OFA has always supported Ontario’s need for a reliable, affordable source of renewable energy
for our future. “We must all work together to ensure green energy projects respect concerns for
noise, community involvement and price, balanced with the effective provision of energy,” says
Wales.
Read the full OFA position statement on industrial wind turbines at www.ofa.on.ca
The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) is the largest general farm organization in Ontario,
representing 37,000 farm families across the province. As a dynamic farmer-led organization
based in Guelph, the OFA works to represent and champion the interests of Ontario farmers
through government relations, farm policy recommendations, lobby efforts, community
representation, media relations and more. OFA is the leading advocate for Ontario’s farmers and
is Ontario’s voice of the farmer.

